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Charles V. Hence arose the class known as Lands-
knechte; hence it came about that in those days
German often fought against German, and that all
true patriotic sentiments were extinguished. The
rich Queen of the Hansa, Llibeck, had of course met
with no difficulty in finding numbers willing to serve
under her flag and to accept her pay, but these men,
as is but too natural, did not fight with that en-
thusiasm and ardour which men display when the
cause is their own. Jurgen Wullemveber was of the
old Hanseatic type, but the mould that had formed
him was broken. His contemporaries were not up to
the level of his noble and patriotic ambition. Had
he been ably seconded the whole history of Northern
Germany might have been transformed.

As we have said, the fleets met in hostile encounter
in the month of June. After some heavy fighting
the heavens themselves interposed in the strife. A
great storm arose, driving the vessels of the foes
asunder. Two days later the decisive combat was
fought on land. The place of encounter was Assens,
on the island of Fiinen, a spot where human sac-
rifices used to be offered to the great Norse god Odin,
This battle of Assens ended in the complete discom-
fiture of the burgher army, and there followed im-
mediately afterwards another meeting by sea, when
the Hansa had to suffer the shame of seeing some of
its vessels flee before the enemy, while others capitu-
lated in cowardly fashion.

The consequences of these battles made themselves
felt instantly. What Wullenwcber had said the
previous year when he was yet the victor was now